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Signs of the TIMES. 
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IN 
WO DISCOURSES 


Delivered at 


Peckham in Surrey: 


ON THE 


ENERAL FAST, 
February 11, 1757. 


herein ſome Grand Events of Scripture 
Prophecy are conſidered and improved. 


With two Hymns. 
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By JOHN MILNER, P. 5. 
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Terrae ſaepe fremitus, ſaepe mugitus, ſaepe mo- 
„ noſtrae reipublicae, multa caeteris civitatibus, 
ia et vera pracdixerint. 


Cic. de Divin. I. 18. 


De $16N1S quae praedicta ſunt a prophetis, licet 
gere. Praedixerunt enim, SIGNA, quibus con- 
matio temporum et expettanda fit a nobis in ſiu- 
0s dies, et timenda, Lactan. de vit. beat. 25. 
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MAT T. xvi. 3. 


— Can ye not diſcern the figns of the 
ö M E 82 5 


HE Jews, who conſtantly made their 

boaſt of the law, as delivered with 

ee ſolemnity, and witneſſed from 

eaven by miracles, thought meanly 

of every other religious inſtitution, which they 


ſuppoſed could not, like theirs, pretend to a di- 


vine original. When therefore our Saviour 
appeared a teacher of religion, they imagined it 
would equally confound. and mortify him, to 
demand ſome proof, that he was ſent of God ; 
lome miraculous proof that he ated by a divine 
power and commiſſion. The Paoriſees alſo with 
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1 Signs of the Times. 
the Sadducees came, and tempting, deſired him, that 
he would ſhew them a fign from heaven 
Our Saviour's anſwer was very proper to re 
buke. and confute thoſe inſidious adverſaries 
He very juſtly ſuppoſes, that, his anſwering the 
ancient characters of prophecy, and the many 
miracles, which he. wrought, were certain and 
evident ſigns of his being the Mzss1an. They 
could diſcern the tokens of leſſer things, which 
happened amongſt them. They could,. for in- 
ſtance, predict the weather, from the appear: 
ance and colour of the sky. And why were 
they not equally skilful in judging of times, 
which were of vaſtly more importance ? Thoſe 
times had their preparations, and pre-ſignificant 
tokens of their approach, equally clear and con- 
vincing : ſo that, if they were not affected by 
them, it muſt be owing to their prejudices, and 
want of care. This is the connexion of the 
words with our Saviour's diſcourſe, 

What he ſuppoſes here is, that times, of any 
conſequence to mankind, have their ſigns. This 
notion may very truely be applied to the grand 

periods and revolutions of the world. Before 
thoſe have exiſted, ſome previous notice of theit 
approach has been communicated to mankind. 
Either ſome ſpecial. meſſenger has been ſent io 
give the warning: or ſome unuſual events have 
happened in the natural world, te raiſe mens 
expectations of ſome change in the moral. 
The grand periods of Providence have thei 
ſigns, which it becomes us to obſerve, as to whit 
is paſt; and to expect, with proper exerciſes o 
faith, patience and hope, as to what is yet fu 

ture. Il beg leave to ſhew 


1. . Thi 
C Verſe 1. 
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| 1 « That it has Bern the uſual way of 
Providence to give Signs of ſuch Times. 


II * + * To conſider what grand periods and 


events we bave yet to expett from Prophecy. 


III o enquire whether we have ad 
lately any Signs and tokens of ſome grand period 
approaching. o— 2 


Was this ſubject better known or confidered, 
It would have, I am perſuaded, a good effect, 
owards raifing and enfarging our views; filling 
dur minds with noble ſentiments of divine pro- 
widence 5 and convincing us of the ingratitude 
nd folly of fin, which renders us oppoſite to the 
livine ſcheme, and entails upon us diſappoint- 
ent, ſuffering, and, ruin. I ſhall con- 
der, each of thoſe heads, and apply them to 
the preſent occaſion of our afſembly. 


| = * T would fhew that it has been the uſeral 


way of Providence to give Signs of ſuch times, ei- 
ther by ſome ſpecial meſſenger; or the produc- 
by ſome uncommon Events in the naturat 
World. 1 | 
The firſt remarkable event happened, after 
he world had ſtood about 1600 years. Men 
were then become ſo corrupt, that God reſolv'd 
o deftroy, that whole wicked race; except 


ght perſons, who were reſerved from this de- 


truction, to people the future world. 


arning was given of the approaching cala- 


mity by Noab, a preacher of righteouſneſs. 
kn ln» . They 
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6 Sign of the Tims. 
They ridicul'd his predictions, and lived wholly 
fecure in the purſuit of buſineſs and pleaſure? 
They followed their corrupt inclinations, tif 
nearer indications of ruin alarmed them to look 
out for means of ſafety. The rains deſcended, 
more like cataracts of water, than rain. An 
earthquake broke up the great abyſs, and all nz 
ture was in agitation. But what affrightment 
and deſpair muſt ſeize the inhabitants, when 
they ſaw the fury of the deſolation increaſe 
They lighted the prophetic warning; were ſur: 
prized and deſtroyed in the height of ther 
ſecurity. | Wy 
The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, equal 
femarkable for their ſin and overthrow, mul 
not be forgotten . They had | introduced 
amongſt them a new ſpecies of vice, to the * 
proach of human nature, and which has conti: 
nued in the world ever ſince. ———-Thole one: 
populous cities were forewarned of their provo: 
cations and danger by Lot; whoſe righteous 
ſoul, rio doubt, remonſtrated againſt this ney 
wickedneſs with equal warmth and ſeverity * 
but his admonitions were in vain, untill thun- 
ders and earthquakes, heaven and earth cot: 
ſpired to extirpate their very name from tie 
earth, and ſunk them into a lake, a perpetual 
memorial of their deteſtable fin. . 
The two Captivities of the Jes were impot- 
tant events to that people. Their conquero!s 
ſeized their treaſures and perſons, and cartel 
them into a miſerable ſervitude, It was a {t 
tled . inſtruction in their conſtitution, that, ſo 
long as they were obedient, they ſhould be 
proſperous ; but that wickedneſs would * 
N SY 4 n eprive 


Matt xxiv. 38. Gen. xix. 4 ii. Pet. ii. 7.8. 


{ow 
* 
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deprive them of their privileges and the divine 
protection. Before theſe Events, they were 
greatly degenerated. The burden of their Pro- 
phets tended to lead them to repentance and re- 
formation 3 but their Prophets preach in vain. 
The wrath of God was ſolemnly denounced ; 
but neither ſhame nor tear are excited ; till they. 
felt the weight of their captivity, —— After 


ore degenerate and incorrigible, and ripened 
pace for their final ruin. — There were 
igns of its approach ; ſufficient proofs of an 
angry offended God, particularly, in that they 
ow wanted the viſible preſence of their kin 

ebovah on the mercy ſeat, the Schechinah : and 
he ſacred fire from heaven to conſume their ſa- 
crifices. The removal of thoſe advantages 
might, well raiſe a ſuſpicion, that they did not 
ſtand ſo fair, as heretofore, in the divine fa- 
your. Their iniquity increaſed, and they were 
ling up their meaſure apace. In this pe- 
nod their MEss1an appeared. They treated 


procured his crucihxion, as a Malefactor. 1 
ay procured, becauſe the power of life and 
leath was taken out of their hands, and reſerv- 
ed to their conquerors, the Romans. Here 
vas a remarkable ancient prophecy fulfilled, in 
the departure of the ſcepter from Judah, and the 


This abolition of government has now conti- 
nved 1700 years; and therefore Shiloh, inter- 
preted by the ancient Jews to be the MxsslAE, 
s come, and has been come many ages ago. 
In Jesvs ChRisr, the author of our religion, 
ll the ancient prophecies eminently center'd; 
1 his 
* Gen, xlix. 10. 1 


* 


their return from the laſt captivity, they grew 


him with the utmoſt contempt, and at length 


ceaſing of a [aw-giver, or ruler in that tribe. 
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8 Signs of the Times. 
his many miracles, his doctrine of truth and 
grace; the condition of his life; his fufferingg 
and death, were ſo many Signs of thoſe times; 
but they regarded them not. They put ty 
death their Meſſiah, their deliverer and friend, 
and by that impious act haſten'd their own deſo- 
lation. h 5 
We are now come t6 the grand Cris1s 0 
their affairs, and may expect to find it uſher 
in with important Signs. And it is worthy our 
obſervation, that our Saviour predicted they 
approaching fate with ſuch preciſion, as 1 
int out the Romans, the inſtruments of it; 
dy their Standards. On thoſe they bore the 
Eagle, and the images of their Emperor, 
Whereſoever the carcaſe is, there will the Eagles b 
gathered together *. Thoſe images they worſhip 
ed, as their Gods of wars; and ſwore by them, 
Thoſe are called in Scripture the abomination i 
deſolation ; becauſe they would be odious to the 
Jews, when they ſhould'fee theſe idols ſet up in 
the holy city, after it was taken. 
The more immediate forerunners of this great 
event were the bearing of wars and rumours of war, 
of nation riſing againſt nation, and kingdom againþ 
| kingdom, i. e. hoſtile commotions in ſeveral ad 
jacent places. ——#amines, peſtilences, and earit- 
 guakes in divers places. St. Luke adds to il 
thoſe calamities, that there ſhould be fearji 
fights,- and great Signs from heaven". Toſephil, 
an hiſtorian, who lived in thoſe times, is part: 
cular in enumerating thoſe Signs, as that there 
Fe | a 
Matt. xxiv. 28. Luke xvii. 37. 
 E Artabanus Parthorum rex aquilas, et Sign 
Romana, Cæſarumque imagines adoravit. : 
| Sueton. Vit. Calig. xiv. 5- 


| b Liv. xxvi. 43. Matt.  xxiv. ug; compared wi 
Luke xxi. 20. k Matt. xiv. 6. 7, I Luke xx. 1 
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as © a fiery ſword, which hung waving over 


the city, for a whole year together that a 
comet of dreadful aſpect appeared, which en- 
gaged mens eyesandattention-- That the prieſts, 
going into the temple by night, at the feaſt of 
Pentecoſt, heard an unuſual noiſe, and this 
diſmal farewell pronounced with an audible 
voice, LET us GO HENCE.— That the Eaſtern 
oate of the temple, all of braſs, and which 
required twenty men to ſhut, and though 
bolted and lock'd, flew open of it ſelf at mid- 
night — That a plain countryman came into 
the city; four years before their troubles 
began, and continued day and night de- 
nouncing a Woe to bridegrooms and brides, 
to the temple, to Jerufalem, and the whole 
people, for the ſpace of ſeven years and five 
months. During this time he was not ter- 
rized or reduced to ſilence, either by threat: 

or tortures. In this manner he went on till. 
the city was actually beſieged, when he left 
off, Except once after this, he went upon 
the walls, repeated the ſame <voes, and con- 
cluded with one againſt himſelf, at which 
inſtant he was killed by a ſtone from the 
enemy“. | 
All thoſe alarming Signs and prodigies had no 
ect upon a blinded, hardened people, till their 
eſtruction was complete. Then was fulfilled 
other part of our Saviour's prediction, viz. 
ue hail be led axvay captive into all nations, not as 
rmerly into one country, where they continued 
| 2 body; but into all nations under heaven, 
united, diſperſed over the face of the whole 
wth, It follows, and Jeruſalem ſhall be trodden 
wn of the Gentiles, untill the time of the Gentiles 
 Jufilled w. Thus their univerſal diſperſion 


b RE and 


Luke xxi. 24. 
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and the continuance of it was expreſsly foretal 
and we ſee it verified to our times. Their ry 
was to be complete, their whole houſe deſolat 
their ſlaugher aſtoniſhing, for within a ye 
more than twelve hundred thouſand Jews fellh 
the ſword. Such a ſlaughter made by the R( 
man arms was never heard of before. Thi 
conquered Provinces not to extirpate, but brin 
them in ſubjection to their power. Surprizing 
that ſuch a carnage ſhould happen under fo mi 
and gracious a prince, as TiTus. But, alas t 
obſtinacy of this people was incurable. The 
factions were ſo exaſperated one againſt anothe 
that they left no room for the clemency of 
prince, or the pity of a generous enemy. 
Before I conclude this head, I beg leavet 
make two or three reflections. We have he 
an undeniable proof of our Saviour's prophe 
ſpirit. His enumerating ſo many calamitie 
many of them contingent as to us; his ſpeaki 
of them with ſuch a ſerious, and affectiona 
concern, ſhews his diſtinct and certain fort 
knowledge of them. One would have thougil 
this ſhould have made ſome impreſſion on thok 
who heard them. At leaſt one would hopt 
that they ſhould come with full conviction d 
their PosTERITY, who have ſeen the exact al 
circumſtantial accompliſhment of all that 0 
Saviour predicted. Who ſtill feel the dra 
ful effects of their Fathers guilt, being witholl 
temple, without altar, without ſcepter or for 
of civil government; diſperſed into all nation 
but not incorporated with them. This laſt 1 
circumſtance, which ſeems to intimate that Fil 
vidence, by keeping them diſtinct from 
nations, amongſt whom they reſide, has ſo 


future events to produce with regard to 9 
” M 
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And which many predictions favour, as ſhall be 
hewn afterwards. I wiſh the Jews of the pre- 


and obſerve what an exact correſpondence there 


gel, ſupported by the teſtimony of their own 
iſtorian. I pray God to pity his once favou: ite 
jeople, and take away the veil from their 
earts. Zee 

There 1s ſomething in this account which de- 
erves the attention of the DersTs. In the gol- 
jel they will read an hiſtory of events, long be- 
ore they exiſted, and which, when they exiſt - 
d, were ſimilar to the hiſtory. Can the author 


uch a prophetic ſpirit ? Can the wiſeſt of man- 
ods of time, and ſuggeſt what ſhall happen 


th ſuch variety of circumſtances ? If not, the 
reſent diſperſed condition of the Jews muſt 


Ile up an inconteſtable p: oot of the authority, 


nd divine commiſſion of our bleſſed Saviour. 


We fee, finally, how obnoxious ſin mult be 


d the divine government. Notwithſtanding 
ur favourable ſentiments, and the many inge- 
ous excuſes we are ready to frame for our 
ommiſſion of it, it is deteſtable to our Creator 
nd Governor, Nothing is more evident, from 
he hiſtory of all mankind, than this, that if we 
e not to be reformed by the common methods 
[inſtrudtion, God will pour down exemplary 


unſhments, and extirpate an incorrigible race 
It unrelenting vengeance. After this view | 


i tne courſe of Providence, who can think well 

lin, that has deſtruction and death in its train? 
1 s 

1 ve wicked doe unto me b. -I proceed 


B 2 7 5 SE 
Job x, 15. 


ſent age would conſult their own experience, 


b between this, and the predictions of the goſ- 


our religion, be an impoſtor, endued with 


ind carry their conjectures to ſuch diſtant pe- 
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II *** To conſider whot grand periods, and 
events we have reaſon, from ancient predifting, 
to expef3 ;, and woaich, as they are ſucceſſively con 
pleted, are ſo many figns of the approach of that fin 
glorious period of peace, righteouſnejs, and perfer 
lion. : 

The Bible contains an hiſtory of events from 
the beginning to the conſummation of all thing 


A d<monſtration of that all- perfect wiſdom and 


goodneſs, which preſide over the world. The 
general meaning of the prophecies, in which 
thoſe things are expreſſed, is intelligibk 
enough; though ſome veil is drawn over the 
characters of perſons and times. A caution, 10 
more than neceſſary to prevent an ill uſe of 

Thoſe predictions of future events are reprt- 
ſented under different figures and images; but 
then they are related to one another, and ſo ad- 
mirably connected in the ſame deſign, as if they 
were but ſo many parts of one general prophe: 
cy. ſhall only take notice of three, which 
will deſerve a very ſerious attention. 

1) The riſe and fall of ſeveral mighty empitth 
which have made, and thoſe which remain, ſtill nul 


à confecerable figure in the world. 


The viſion of the IAE in Nebuchadnezar 
dream is very obſervable. In this is laid th 
: a TS Ee 


* Thoſe characters are as clear as they ought to he. 
Had they been more determinate, thoſe very books woul 
have been objected againſt Chriſtians, as degrading i 
majeſty of princes ; and ſuggeſting motives to feditio1 an 


| rebellion, Some obſcurity therefore might well be exp% 


ed, and we ſhould be contented with probable and rational 
conjectures, where certainty is not to be had. 
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foundation of all Daniel's prophecies *. The 


image, according to Daniel's own interpreta- 
tion, repreſents a body of rour great nations, 
which ſhould, with extended empire, reign 
ſucceſſively over the earth, and conquer each 
other, as they fucceed. 
Thus they are appropriated to the viſionary 
ſcene, by that incomparable genius, for pene - 
tration, and infight into the works of God, Sir 
Isaac NewToONn. © The head of th's image 
« was of gold, and ſignifies, according to Da- 
« niel's own expoſition, the Babhylonan empire. 
« Thou art this head of gold *. The breaſt 
* and arms were of ſilver, and repreſent the 
« Perſians, who reigned next. The belly 
« and thighs were of braſs, and repreſent the 
« Greeks ; who under Alexander the great con- 
« quered the Perſians, and reigned next after 
them . —— The legs were of iron, which 
« repreſent the Romans, who reigned next af- 
« ter the Greeks. The feet and toes repre- 
e ſent, after the incurſion of the northern na- 
tions, ſo many ſmaller kingdoms, into which 
9 the 


? Dan. ii. 4 Dan. ii. 38. 
It is very remarkable that the diviſion of Alexander's 


kingdom and conqueſts, after his death, amongft his four 
generals, was foreſhewn by Daniel, ch. viii. 21, 22. lud 


the rough he- goat is the king of Grecia, and the great horn, that 
is betaween his eyes, is the firſt king. Now toat being brehen, 
whereas FOUR flood up for it, four Kingdoms ſhall Rand up out 
of the nation; but not in his power, 1. e, not of h's family. 


Alexander's kingdom continued in a monarchical form du- 
ring his reign ; and his brother Aridaeus's, and his young 


* fons Alexander and Hercules: and then brake into four 


* kingdoms by the governours of provinces putting crowns 


on their own heads, and by mutual conſent reiguing over 
their provinces, namely, Caſſander, [y/imachas, Ptolemy 
and Selcucus. Newton on Daniel, p. 29. 30. 
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<« the weſtern Roman empire was divided and 
<« broken.“ Others reſtrain thoſe ten powers 
to the German empire, the remains of the old 
Roman. They reckon the ten, to be the em- 
peror and the nine electors, and add this con- 
ſideration to ſupport it, that as the feet and toes 
are connected, ſo thoſe ten powers have a prin- 
ciple of union among themſelves, which appears 
no where ſo viſibly as in the Germanic conſiity- 
tion. Thoſe ten powers now exiſt, and have 


exiſted many ages, whether we extend, or r 
| ſtrain the notion of them. 


There is one part of the repreſentation which 
is yet to come, and it is, that a lone cut out will. 
out bands ſhould ſmite the image on the feet, that 
were of iron and clay——and break them in pieces, 
and demoliſh the whole image, 1. e. Providence 
would raiſe up ſome new power; ſmall and 
contemptible in its beginning, but which ſhould 
be inſpired with ſuperior wiſdom and courage, 


and conquer all thoſe nations; and continue great 


and glorious to the end of all ages. 

Thoſe powers, that were repreſented by the 
ten toes, are changed into another image of ter 
berns *, the emblems of dignity and power. | 
ſhall rake no further notice of this image, but 
only to obſerve the riſe of a power among 
them, the moſt formidable of all others, whole 
tyranny and oppreſſion we have felt, and are ye 
in continual danger from. And there came 10 
another horn amongſt them, in the room of thitt, 
that were plucked up——with eyes like the eyes of © 
man, and a mouth ſpeaking great things: . This 


*« was a kingdom of a different kind from * 
| ce other 


Pan. ii. 34. „Dan. vii: Dan. vii. 8. 
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« other ten, having a life, or Soul peculiar to 
« it ſelf, with eyes and a mouth. —— By its 
« eyes it was a SEER; and by its mouth ſpeak- 
« ing great things, it was a PROPHET *: 

This character belongs to the Church of Rome, 
which is a. Seer, prophet, and king. In theſe 
nations, formerly, we were ſubject to its Ty- 
ranny ; but happily deliver'd by the Reforma- 
tion, and happily ſecured againſt it by the Revo- 
{ution. It muſt be pleaſing, I ſhould think, to 
every good Chriſtan to obſerve how this formid- 
able power is repreſented in the Prophecies of 
Daniel, St. Paul, and St. John, by ſuch cir- 
cumſtances and deſcriptions, as point directly 
to the Church of Rome, and no other dominion 
in the world.------I ſhall be as brief as the ſub- 
jet will admit, and begin with the account of 
Daniel. 

It ſhall be diverſe from all kingdoms . i. e. its 
conſtitution would be different from every other 
ſtabliſhment of civil power. This agrees ex- 
actly to the Church of Rome, which is founded 
on mere pretences of Religion, and calls its 
power a SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY. It preſumes 
to exerciſe this authority in the name of God, 

and 


© Such a Seer, prophet, and Jing is the Church of Rome. 


A Seer is a Biſhop in the literal ſenſe of the word, and 


* this Church claims the univerſal biſhoprick. With his 
mouth he gives laws to kings and nations, as an oracle, 
and pretends to infallibility, and that his diQates are 
binding to the whole world, which is to be a prophet in 
the higheſt degree. In the eighth century, by rooting 
up and ſubduing the Exarchate of Ravenna . . . the 
* kingdom of the Lombards. . . . and the Senate and 
dukedom of Rome, he acquired Peter's Patrimony out of 
' their dominions ; and thereby roſe up as a temporal 
prince, or king, or horn of the fourth Beaſt. 
Newten on Damel. p. 75. 


Pan. vii. 23. 
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and with a plentitude of divine power, which 
no civil form of government ever yet pretended 
to. It goes on, The ſame horn made war with thy 
ſaints, and prevailed againſt them—ſhall wear an 
the ſaints of the moſt high, and think to change 
times, and laws *. Thus the Church of Rome 
has ſet her ſelf to extirpate and deſtroy all, who 
will not ſubmit to her authority. Her butcherie 
and ſlaughters exceed every thing in the heathen 
perſecutions. Her court of Inquiſition, that 
diabolical Engine, has practiſed every method 
of cruelty ; thus ſhe has worried and wearied| 
the beſt of men. — And thinks to change times and 
laws, i. e. to alter the nature of things, and re- 
move the foundations of truth, and honeſty, 
This the Church of Rome has done by exerciſing 
an abſolute authority in controverſies of Faith, 

and defining the objects of it, in ſuch ſenſe and 

with ſuch variety, as ſhe pleaſes. By this 
means, this Church has not only loaded and de. 

torm'd religion with a contemptible pomp and 

ſuperfluity; but has really ſap'd the founda: 

tions of all reli;;ion : deſtroying mens natural 

notions of right and wrong; and adyancing 

ceremony, Ppenances, donations, abſolutions 

Sc. to be of equal value and merit with moral 
goodneſs. She has uſed this power of changing 

things, ſo far as to free ſubjects from the obll 

gation of reaſonable oaths, and prepare theft 

for treaſon and rebellion. What a daring inſull 

is this upon the moſt High God, to alter thi 

foundations, he has laid for truth, honeſt 

and peace; and to give the worſt of men the 

hope of eternal happineſs, by ſubſtituting thell 

paſports and equivalents in the room of peiſc 

nal holineſs ? 

| 


* Dan. vii. 21. 25. 
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St, Paul deſcribes the ſame adverſe power by 

ccumſtances ſtill more applicable to the Church 
Rome. Thus in his ſecond Epiſtle to the 

beſalonians; He gives it this title, the man of 
in and the ſon of perditicn ” ; . i e. a power that 
ally promotes Sin in the world, and under ap- 
arances of religion perfidiouſly ſubverts the 
eat deſign of it. In the ſame deſcription its 
at is ſaid to be in the temple of God*, to inti- 
ate that its pretences are religious. The 
urch of Rome in all her acts and decrees pre- 
mes to ſupport her authority by a plenitude of 
vine power. And thereby, with unparrallel'd 
de and arrogance, ſhewrng herſelf to be God. 
e uſurps dominion over Emperors and Kings, 
d claims a title, the prerogative of God only, 
being infallible. Thus ſhe oppoſeth and ex- 
th above all that is called God®, or magiſtrates, 
d aſpires to divinity.— The man of Sin is fur- 
er diſcovered by his coming with all peter and 
pus, and lying wonders , and with all deceivable- 
5 of unrighteouſneſs . This character appears 
in the Church of Rome, by her many legends, 
ated miracles, and ſorceries, by which arti- 
al ways ſhe deceives the ignorant and credu- 


gion without virtue. He is ſtill more 
preſs in his Epiſtle to Timothy *.. Now the 
it, ſpeaketh expreſly that in the latter times, i. e. 
es of the Meſſiah, ſome fbould depart from the 
be. This was plainly to be a great corrup- 
n and apoſtacy in the Chriſtian Church, not 
renouncing this profeſſion; but corrupting 


to the holy purpoſes for Which it was ig. 
ta 101 AL a 2212 od Hiuot 2 tended. 


2. Theſſ. ii. 3z. 2 ib. v. 4. * ib. v. 4. b ib. v. 4. 
ib. v. 9. 10. 4 1, Tun. iv. N Tim. iv. i. 
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s: inculcates devotion without piety, and 


rom its ſimplicity, and rendering it ineffec: 
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other things. It will avail nothing that ſk 


this appears every where to be the effect, f 


ſignifies it to ſpeak of Chriſt as mediator and 
viour of the word, when ſhe has pointed 0 


the virgin mother to ſuperior honour, influent 


| pears, under pretence of * of Hereſy from bad cop 


By this pretence ſhe keeps the reins in her own hands, 
has effectually prevented the knowledge and uſe of 


; demoliſhes on the other, by her ſuperſtitions and.1dolatry- 


another the Scripture, the teſt of truth, ſhe keeps out of lg 
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tended. This the Church of Rome has done h 
the many additions ſhe has made to the found 
tions of Chriſtianity, She pretends to build q 
this foundation; but her traditions, her cem 
monies, the various Superſtitions ſhe has intr 
duced have quite deſtroyed the beauty and pon 
of Chriſtianity, and engage mens attention 


pretends a veneration for the Scripture, whe 
ſhe has found out a way to render it uſeleſs ; an 


fixing in all her votaries an abſolute contemptt 
it. At the ſame time ſhe claims for her trad 
ditions an equal reſpect and reverence. Wh 


other mediators and interceſſors; and advand 


and regard. It amounts to nothing“, to ſpa 
honourably of piety and virtue, when the g 


Pearan 


' f The council of Tyent has eſtabliſhed the vulgar Latin 
be the true edition of the Bible. But then here the art 


the decrees, that no one without a licence ſhall keep Ti 
or any other edition, under the ſevereſt pains and penal 


Scripture. And to bring men into a greater dependat 

upon themſelves, this council has further decreed, that 

tradition is of equal credit and authority with the 
word, and ought to be received pari pretatis afßeclu, th 

rentia with equal reverence. 3 

"1 e Tad ne © Council, Trid. Sth 


What ſhe advances agreeable to Truth on one ham, 


oktive and negative quantities in Algebra, they detiro] 


fal her Errors ſhould be detected, and her uſurped aut 


5 


Signs of the Times, 19 
xarances of thoſe things are render'd ſo ſtriking 
n the ſenſes, that men eaſily reſt in the out- 
ward form. Thus penance. ſhall paſs for re- 
xentance; decorations, altars, veſtments in their 
xorſhip, for piety; a number of Ave Marias, 
ind Pater Neſters, warranted by b2ads, aſſumes. 

e name of devotion; and a pecuniary mul&t 
dmitted, as all the puniſhment they have reaſon 
o dread, for the commiſſion of moral evil.— 
he character of this. apoſtacy proceeds; giv- 
g beed to ſeducing ſpirits, aud dotirines of Devils; 
braking lies in hypocriſy — forbidding to marry, and 
3 to abſtain from meats*, Here it is 
wident, that in this apoftacy would appear a 
pecies of idolatry, viz. .the worſhip of departed 
Ipirits, expreſs'd in our tranſlation by mens 
being ſedyced by the doftrine of Devils *, i. e. 
e worſhip of departed Saints, as the Church of 
Rome has practiſed, and appointed offices of in- 
vcation and devotion for ſuch—— Forbidding to 
parry. This ſhe has prohibited to all her Clergy, 
ontrary to the dictates of nature. By this 

eans, her Prieſts are a body of men detach'd 
rom the ſociety, in which they live, in intereſt 
ind power; cannot give that natural and ſure 
ledge of love to their country, as others do, 

S | by 


? 3, Tim. iv. 1,2, 3 | +. 
\ Thoſe Aaiwor were, amongſt the Heathens, the ſouls of 
departed Heroes, or of ſuch as had beſtowed any ſignal 
bleflings on mankiud. Such had a worſhip paid to them; 
and their images were kept in their houſes. tor that purpoſe. 
domething like this was to appear in this apoſtacy, and wha: 
more like this, than the * AK of depetied ſaints ? There 
8 an ancient reading here which confirms this, and which, 
if not originally in the text, ſhews very early the ſenſe of it. 
lon ſhould depart from the faith, to which is added, fo- 
they ſhall eworſpip the dead, as ſome alſo in I/racl wworjuipped, 
ing heed, Oc. | 
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by a lawful and genuine offspring. At the 
ſame time they are cloſely and ſtrongly united 
amongſt themſelves.under one head, the Pope; 
and are really independent of every government 
where they reſide. —— Commanding to abſtait 
from meats. So the Church of Rome has dong; 
wedneſdays and fridays, throughout the year; 
forbidding the uſe of fleſh, unleſs they can af 
ford to pay for a diſpenſation. 

In the Revelations of St. John this formidable 
power 15 more expreſly deſcribed, and in term 
ſimilar to thoſe of Daniel, which ſhew the con 
nection of one with the other. Here the imag 
is of a beaſt, that had great authority, after why 
the world wondered; to whom was given a woull 
ſpeaking great things and blaſphemies. And be op 
ed his mouth in blaſphemy againſt God; made wi 
with the ſaints, and overcame them *. The ten bon 
are ten kings, which have one mind, an uniformity 
of religion, and are united -to this one head 
they give their ſtrength to the beaſt *. We ſee thi 
ſame extenſive claim of dominion, and the ſam 
deluſions practiſed, by. means f thoſe miracts 
which he hag powver to do. 

The name of this power is myſtery Babyln 
the great, the mother of harlots, and abominatil 
of the earth * : not Babylon literally, but fig 
ratively, intending another power that reſemble 
her in greatneſs, and idolatry, i. e. Papal Roms 
hat we might not miſtake in the applica 
tion of the name, its ſeat is deſcribed, he dg 
which reigne:h over the kings of the earth——1" 
ſeven beads are ſeven mountains, on which the © 
N | a 


Rev. Xiil. 2, 3, 5, 75 14+. * Rev. xvii. 12, 13. 
of Rev. XVU. 5 5 


Wa 
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nan fitteth v. — This woman, which repre- 
ents the ſame prodigious power, is further de- 
cribed by the ornaments of her prime miniſters. 
be fits upon a ſcarlet-coloured beaſt", The car- 
finals are here pointed out, whoſe robes of ſtare, 
e hat, and mantle, are of that colours. 
This book of revelations contains many af- 
zcing ſcenes of the pride and oppreſſion of this 
wer. However we can add with pleaſure 
rom the ſame prophetic record, that the fall of 
twill be as remarkable, as her uſurped dignity, 

--It will be ſudden, in one hour, probably 5 
In earthquake. It will be in the height of her 
pride, when ſbe fits as queen. It will be final. 
The eighteenth chapter contains the triumph 
ff the Lamb and his followers over her. Re- 
wee, thou heaven, and ye holy apoſtles and prophets, 

; E f 8 f | for 
n Rev. xvii. 9. 18. The ſituation of Rome upon moun- 
ains—upon ſeven hills was taken notice of ages ago, as 
ppears trom the following authorities. 1 
Delegerg locum, et poſuere in montibus urbem. .. 
: Tay | Virg. En. viii. 5 3. 
Diis, quibus ſeptem placuere colles, dicere carmen. 
For. Carm. Secul. 7. 


Immenſi caput orbis erit — _ Ov. Met. xv. 435. 
ded quae de ſeptem totum circumſpicit orbem 


Divum favore cum puer Mavortius 

Fundaret arcem ſepticollem Romulus. ED, 
JJC 7 0, Frogent; 

IK. be l 

* The red hat was conferred upon them by Innocent IV. 

d. 1243, the ſcarlet robes by Paul II. Thoſe are the 

jerlons, who are believed to have the Holy Ghoſt, and an 


Kraordinary divine inſpiration. —— Though it was 
no great ſign of it, in the year 1721. When during the 


election of a pope, their feuds and animoſities ran ſo 

kigh, that they came to blows, and threw the ſtandiſhes 

one another. In this - fray Davia, Allan, Panfili, 

and Aithan, diſtinguiſhed themſelves. So that it is not at 

all ſtrange, that, among the attendants of the conclave, 

ere are always two or three ſurgeons in waiting.“ 
Vid. Reyſler's Travels. 
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for God has avenged you on ber. Alleluia; ſalu. 
tion, and glory, and honour, and power unto th 
Lord our God, for he hath judged the great who, 
and hath avenged the blood of bis, ſervants ——— 
Alleluia : for the Lord God omnipotent reignetb. 

I have inſiſted longer on this head, to awz 
ken your jealouſy and zeal againft this power, 
which we are yet in danger from : and to excit 
our faith and patience in waiting for her over: 
throw. Lord how long? — 4 

I fhall be ſhorter in the remainder of thi 
head, and then come to what more immediate) 
concerns us. - But it may be convenient 
here, to make ſome pauſe, whilſt we celebrat 
the ſovereignty and triumphs of divine pron 
_ dence. | 


The HY MN. 
I. 


Wiſdom fupreme ! deſigning cauſe! 
Whoſe mind the vaſt idea drew, 
For ages plan'd---with glad applauſe 


Its riJe---its courſe---its end we view. 


| =. 

By thy permiſſion empires riſe, - 
Oppreſs; with tyrant fetters bind; 
Supplant each other: yet deviſe 

Schemes to embroil, and thin mankind. 


„„ MT. 

The pA AL laſt, with hideous form, 
Succeeds, and fills the hoſtile place: 
Proud to deſtroy, drives on the ſtorm, 

And then preſumes to call it grace. 


IV. Thi 
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Thou ſee'ſt thoſe foes---to virtue foes, 
And ſet'ſt a period to their ſway; 
Guarding thy church amidſt thoſe woes, 
Wilt uſher in the glorious day. 


V. 


When wars ſhall ceaſe, and paſſions fall, 
And PEACE begin her endleſs reign. 
Rejoyce ye heav'ns, ye martyrs all 

The vengeance ſing in rapt*rous ſtrain. 


? 
9 : 5 N 


Sing how the Lams his foes deſtroy'd, N 
And to the pit old Satan ſpurn'd. | 2 
A thouſand years in peace enjoy'd i 
Shew PARADISE to earth return'd. 
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red d yo ei , 
; 44 ” g „ 5 
* - 
: SERMON 


A " Jl p — 
eee FL = G N 


SERMON II. 
Signs of * Tins, 


* 


MATT; wi. z. 
Can ye not diſcern the ſigns of thy 


Times? 


— 


A M conſidering ſome grand events of {cri 
ture prophecy; the laſt mentioned was thi 
riſe and fall of mighty empires. Thoſe that a 
paſt, ſince the prediction, will confirm the ex 
pectation of thoſe which are yet future, as 
2) The RESTORATION and ſubſequent Cov 
VERSION" of the Fetus. 
This people had the promiſe of an everlaſtin 
ſſeſſion in the land of Canaan, and thoug| 
for their diſobedience they were to be cxpellec 
yet even then we preſume the 7ight of inherits 
remained in them, The -THEOcr acy, whid 
was their civil conſtitution, was not diffolvedd 
their captivities. Nor do I apprehend, that! 
now ceaſes, though their preſent diſperſion |! 
laſted ſo many ages, beyond their former cap 
tivities. They have this promiſe upon recorg 
Which gives them the hope of a return to thel 
country, on their repentance and humiliatio 
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If when they are in the land of their enemies, they 
umble themſelves, and repent, and turn unto the 


with their fathers, and not forſake them. Then the 
Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have 
ompaſſion upon thee ; and will return and gather 
lee from all the nations, whither the Lord thy God 
hath ſcattered thee *, This promiſe being gene- 
al, I believe, on the condition annexed to it, 
eir reſtoration is encouraged in any period. 
hough from the preſent temper and diſpoſition 
{ this people, we have little hopes, that their 
ſtoration is very near, 58 8 
The return of the Jews from Babylon, in 
cir former captivities, was from one country; 
d from the EAS r; and therefore it is reaſon- 


d different parts of the earth, ſome reſtora- 
pn is intended, which has not yet exiſted with 
oſe circumſtances. Vid. the paſſages referred 
in the margin 2. The temple after this fu- 


re reſtoration differs, in ſome particulars, from 


e dimenſions of Solomon's temple, as well as 


its ſite. It will not be on mount Moeriab, as 


at was, but on mount Zion. In like manner 
ere will be, in this new reſtoration, a different 
yilion and diſtribution of the land. And 
cretore this reſtoration is yet to be expected. 
When this reſtoration begins, multitudes will 
en to. Jeruſalem to rebuild their city and 
ple; and reſtore their ancient worſhip and 


0. ſacrifices. 


c 


| Jer. xxx, 3—18, xviii. to the end. xxxi. 8. Xxiii. 
. UL 17, 8. Ezek. xxxvii. 9 | 


Lord their Gad, he would remember his covenant. 


bly ſuppoſed, that in all thoſe prophesies; 
duch ſpeak of their return from the Nox TH 


| 
{ 
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21, 22. Tech. xiv, 12, 13, 1620, Iſa. xi. 117 
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ſacrifices. But then, as this will require a cons 
juncture of peace and quiet, the queſtion vil 
1 2 How we can ſuppoſe, ſuch a powerful body 
as the Turks are, wil ſuffer this? They are i 
the prophety diſtinguiſhed by the name of cog 
and the prophet informs us, how they will bs 
3 oheey's ENgageT, than to interrupt them 
Tidings out of the eaſt, and out of the north ſl 
trouble him, i. e. ſome neighbour nations ſhy 
tully employ him in wars, and divert him frat 
all manner of oppoſition to the Jews. In th 
favourable conjuncture the reſtoration will tak 
place. This period is ſuppoſed to laſt from tl 
going forth of the commandment to the coming of 
Meſſiab, ſeven weeks*. If we reckon a day 
an year this period will be forty nine years, a 
during this interval they will be unmoleſted, 

After this period the Turks will come! 
againſt the land. Their army will be num 
rous, and the devaſtation, they will make, alt 
niſhing. To parts of the inhabitants of the uli 
land ſhall be cut off, and the third part on) 
alive. An affliction not to be parallelled. 3 
then this is the time, this God's ſet time, wit 
he will appear for his people, and overt 
their enemies with an amazing deſtruction. 
will call for a ſword againſt oo, throught | 
my mountains. Every man's ſtword fhall be ag 
bis brother, I will plead againſt him with ji 
ence and blood; and I will rain upon him ad 
people, with an overflowing rain, with hail Ja 
Fre, and brinitom". This ſurprizing overt 


r Dan. xi. 44. +: Dan. ix. 23. t Dan. x 
XII. 1. Zech. xiv. 2. xiii. 8, 9. 5 Ezek. xxxVill. 


LX. O, 10. i 


vill make fuch an impreſſion on the 115 OE 


he earth, that they will encourage ang aſſiſt the 
ſews, among them, to return to Jeruſalem, 
Then they will no more be diſturbed in their 
oſſeſſions, and worſhip. In this conjuncture 
he Meſſiah, even Jeſus Chriſt, will be 
anifeſted to them, probably by the mini- 
ry of ſome prophets, who will be raiſed u 
an extraordinary manger none them. 
hen they will give up all their temple ſervice, 
and be univerſally converted to CHRISTIANITY. 
2) I ſhall only mention one more event of 
prophecy ; but then it is the moſt glorious of 
all the reſt, viz. the prevalency of the chriſtian 
religion in all the world; or the univerſal and per- 
petual eftabliſhment of Cbriſt's kingdom. This we 
may certainly expect, and rejoyce in the expecta- 
uon. 85 | | 5 
The ſtate of religion in this period will be 
moſt excellent, and flouriſh in perfection and 
glory. This is the new Jeruſalem from hea- 
ven, deſcribed with the utmoſt magnificence 
and luſtre “, Then will the true genius of chriſ- 
tianity appear in every happy influence, in the 
practice of truth, righteouſneſs and peace. The 
deſign of religion will then ſhine in every ſocial 
virtue; and the appearances of piety be ani- 
mated with real flame and devotion. Friendſhip | 
will be endearing, ſociety kind and uſeful, and 
flow from native principles of honeſty and 
benevolence. No heart will be averſe to duty, 
and no duty, but what will proceed f.om the 
heart, and all center in the adoration of Deity, 
through the great mediator, the victorious 
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Its ſecurities will be inviolable. No adverſs 
power to moleſt it without, no tempter to ſeduce 
it within. Tyranny, and oppreſſion of every 
kind will be aboliſhed ; Satan the grand cor: 
rupter and diſturber of mankind will be bau 
in chains, and caſt. into the bottomleſs pit *. His 
ſnares, his deluſions, his inſtruments will be ng 
more able to embroil, or deceive the world 


Its duration, nally will be very long. It is ex: 


preſſed by a thouſand years of unclouded glory 
and uninterrupted felicity “. | 


85 * The 
* Rev. XX. 2. 3. Th 252 
The following obſervation is ingenious and plauſible, 
* Neither can I eaſily believe, that thoſe conſtitutions 0 
“ Moles, that proceed ſo much upon a SeyTENaRy, or the 
“ number Seven, and have no ground or reaſon in the mu. 
ture of the thing, for that particular number. I canngt 
« eaſily believe, ? ay, that they are either accidental, of 
„ humourſom without deſign or fignification ; but that 
% they are typical, or repreſentative of ſome veptenary 
«« State, that does eminently deſerve and bear that chart. 
« ter. Moſes in the hiſtory of the creation makes Six days 


„ work, and then a Sabbath. Then after Six years he 


« makes a Sabbath-year ; and after a Sabbath of years, a 
year of Jubilee. All thoſe leſſer revolutions ſeem to me 
„to point at the grand revolution, the great Sabbath, or 
% Jubilee, after Six millenaries, which as it anſwers the 
«« type in point of time, ſo likewiſe in the nature and con. 


d tents © it, being a ſtate of reſt fiom all labour, and 


« trouble, and ſervitude, a ſtate of joy and triumph, and! 


% ſtate of renovation, when things are to return to their fil 


condition, and priſtine order.” PBurnet's Theory, v. 2-P: 
212. 213,— Accorging to this account, Chriſt's glori- 
rious kingdom will not commence, till about 250 yea 


hence. It may require ſo much time to prepare the world for 


this happy ſtate, and poſſibly things may begin to operate 
very ſoon. This ſame notion we have in Lactantius al 
ſome of the fathers, and they poſſibly from the Jens 
who compute 2000 years before the law, 2000 years under 
the law, 2000 years under the Mefliah, and then a 1000 


years Jubilee. The Heathens had ſome notion of this, that 


in the Sixth age the preſent form and conſtitution of the 
world ſhould ccaſe, fo Plato gives us this line from Orpheus, 
"Els by e £34 FAUTEG x KE407%Ge 
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The whole Scene will be new and wonder. 
|; and this wonder among the reſt, that thoſe 
oly men, who, in every preceding age, have 
eſiſted unto blood all ſpiritual tyranny, idola- 
- and wickednefs, ſhall be raiſed out of their 
raves, to behold the triumphs of their re- 
eemer, and ſhare in the felicities of his king- 
om. And I ſaw the Souls of them that were be- 
raded for the witneſs of Feſus, and for the word of 
0d, and which had not worſhipped the Beaſt, nei- 
er his image; neither had received his mark on 
heir foreheads, or in their hands, and they lived 
nd reigned with Chriſt a 1000 years. But the reſt 
the dead Irved not again, until the 1000 years 
e finiſhed. This is the firſt reſurrettion. Bleſ- 
and holy is he, that hath part in the firſt reſur- 
Bon. On ſuch the ſecond death has no power; 
t they ſhall be prieſts of God, and of Chriſt, and 
u reign with him à 1000 years. Thus their, 
ve and loyalty to the Prince of peace: thus 
jejr invjolable regard to Conscitence, and 
e AUTHORITY of God will be finally and fully 
compenced. | 
This concluſion of earthly things muſt enlarge 
r thoughts of the ways of Providence, which 
Inducts human affairs, amidſt all the diſorders 
which they are ſubject, to this glorious iſſue. 
here is little reaſon to doubt of this happy 
ue, when our Saviour has already fulfilled his 
rd, in the gift of the holy ghoſt, and in the 
ſruction of Jeruſalem. This is a good pre- 
ption that what remains ſhall receive as punc- 
al an accompliſhment. —— Yes, this ſame 
ron, that will be at the head of this glorious 
te, was once cloathed with our fleſh ; once 
telpleſs infant, afterwards acquainted with 
. ; our 


Rey, XX. 4, 5, 6. 


or Enthuſiaſm, in ſuppoſing, that we have hi 


too in their foundations, and expected the 0 


mountains of waters rolled on towards the ſho 
and threatned deep inundations : there 
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our miſeries and ſufferings ; condemned and 
crucified as a malefactor. Then all this weak! 
neſs and ſcandal will be done away. Hell, death 
and all the powers of darkneſs will lye at his 
feet. What reflection more natural, than 
great and marvellous are thy works Lord God {l 
mighty : juſt and true are thy ways Thou lig 
Saints I proceed | 


| III... And laſtly; to Enquire whethery 
have had of late any Signs and tokens of ſome pu 


period approaching. | 
I am not afraid of the imputation of van 


ſome ſuch Signs. The impreſſion ſurely ca 
not be yet worn off: the amazement and terra 
which every heart felt, cannot be forgotte 
We have ſeen providence ſtep out of its uſu 
courſe. The Heavens no longer ſerene; f 
mountains no longer fixed on their baſis; f 
waters no longer obedient to the ſtated laws! 
their motion. New cauſes on a ſudden beg 
10. operate, and threw all the Elements ul 
confuſion. _ VV 
This was the caſe in the late tremendil 
Earthquakes, by which Cities were remon 
from their foundations, and their inhabitin 
affrighted and wild with deſpair, entomt 
alive in their ruins. Such was the Fate off 
and Morocco in Africa; of Lisbon in Euroꝶ 
of Calao in Ametica. Other nations trembi 


ſequence with pain. This was the caſe int 
unuſual agitations of the great Sea. 


Rev. xv. 3. 
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ak and brought other dangers near, from 
xcks, and ſands, which now became almoſt 
ible. This was the caſe, when ſtorms of 
Ireadful force and violence, bore down, in ſome 
articular tracts, trees, houſes, and whatever 
tood in their way. This, finally, was the caſe, 
hen the moral world began to be agitated, as 
ell as the natural, and we heard. of wars and 
mours of wars. And what deſerves particular 
Wotice, we ſee, what had no appearance about 
welve months ſince, all Europe running to 
rms, and its political Syſtem changed. Thoſe 
re many of them uncommon events; alt of 
em unexpected. | N | tg 
Can this be only a fortuitous Scene ? or the 
xcidental and irregular efforts of natural cauſes ? 
Providence, certainly, would never fuffer ſuch 
jolences and concufſions, only to afirighten 
ind diſtreſs. We cannot reconcile events, in 
his view, to that conſummate wiidom and good- 
els, which preſide over the world. Don't 
thoſe ſhocks ſeem to be the ſtruggles and pangs 
ff nature, preceding ſome change in its con- 
ſtitution ? Gr rather, is net this the voice of 
heaven; the thunder of the Almighty, to 
awaken the ſecure, to appall the guilty, and 
raiſe in the world an expectation of ſome grand 
Kevolution approaching ? = 

They cannot be unmeaning Signs; but, I am 
perſuaded, the Apparatus of ſome new Drama: 
the introduction to ſome important changes, 
which ſhall alter the preſent ſtate of things, 


What the changes may be, I vill not take upon 
me to determine. That Being, who has taken 
the work into his own hands, will render it 
important, and accompliſh nobler deſigns, * 
=: the 


and diſconcert the Syſtems of the political world. 


\.\ 
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| ſeen, did heretofore precede the deſtruction 


were the forerunners of great events, and woul 


of this ſubject; and I beg leave to do it vith 


| remembrance, and provoke God to deſert us; 


the intereſts and paſſions of men have in view 
— Certain it is, that ſuch events, as we hay 


Jeruſalem, the diſperſion of the Jews, and th 
propagation of the Goſpel, through all nation 
And why may we not expect, that ſimilar even 
may be introduced by fimilar tokens ? The 
Signs, we have ſeen, have been equally impor 
tant; more diverſified and extended: So ex: 
tended, that half the globe has been affected 
and alarmed. | | 

Our Saviour has told us, that thoſe thing 


it not be ſtupidity in us, not to pay a becoming 
regard to them ? I muſt therefore leave it wit 
you, as a reaſonable ſuppoſition, that Proy 
dence has opened A GRAND SCENE. Let 
finners in Zion tremble, and be horribly afraid 
That Being, who has ſounded the alarm, 
righteous and holy, and will make a differency 
between the righteous and the wicked. Lik 
up your heads ye righteous, and rejoice at thols 
manifeſtations of a God, in whole favour and 
protection you are. But *tis time that we 
proceed to the 5 


Application 


reſpect to our national character and importance. 
The queſtion here will be; How providence will 
regard us in this ſhaking of the nations? Whe: 
ther we have reaſon to hope, that we ſhall re- 
ceive countenance and protection; and be bo- 
noured as inſtruments in the expected Revolu 
tion: Or whether, our ſins will then come ine 


10 
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d give us up awhile into that darkneſs we have 
ſcaped, and fall again under the power of that 
ranny, from which we have becn ſo often 
ſcued. . 


rry on them an, unhappy complexion, and we 
r. In ſuch circumſtances, have we no reaſon 


om that Providence, which never yet deſerted 
y, but thoſe who firſt deſerted themſelves, 
pd their duty? I find no pleaſure in reciting 
ſtances of our degeneracy, from the virtue 
d glory of former times. But'as we are met 


od for our fins, it will be neceſlary to point 
tem out, and to deal faithfully with you in it. 
low far they enter.into a general and national 
laracter, I will not take it upon me to deter- 


ine. This however I will venture to ſay with 


me confidence, that the fins I ſhall mention 
e of ſuch a pernicious influence, as, in their 
evalency, to affect the internal ſecurities of a 
ton, and portend nothing but an abſolute 
lolution of government. Such as 

Prophaneſs and immorality. I am ſorry there 
ſo much reaſon to ſay, that thoſe have in- 
eaſed upon us beyond the example of former 
es, and yet in contempt of human and divine 
s. What muſt be the cauſe, and what the 
niequence ? I leave the cauſe to conje ure; 


vice abounds, the obligations upon conſcience 
U grow weaker. And then we need not won- 
„ it little regard is paid to God and his pro- 
uence, or to thoſe tyes by which Societies are 

; — | held 


The latter we have reaſon to fear. Our times 
re lunk both in our moral and political charac- 


expect frowns from an abuſed Providence. 


gether to humble our ſelves betore almighty 


4 = 
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t the conſequence muſt be fatal. As much 
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held together, truth, peace, order, and equity 
How evident is this corruption of manner 
amongſt all ranks and degrees of men? Int 
lower clafs of people, by drunkenneſs, fwearing 
and ſabhath breaking. In higher life, by yg 
rious ſenſualities, and an exceſſive itch to gaming 
Such practices muſt not only provoke God, bi 
have a very bad effect on the perſons the 
_ ſelves; enervate their mental powers, rende 
them trifling in amuſements, and ridiculous | 
action; and utterly incapable of ſuſtaining an 
publick office with dignity . 
A ſelfiſh andiprivate Spirit, under no reſtra 
has a tendency to the worſt practices; to frau 
- deceit, and every rapacious method of enti 
ing a family, which can be ' accompliſhed wit 
ſecrecy, and impunity. I know nothing lik 
this temper, that entertains ſuch baſe deſig 
incompatible with the love of our country. 
It diſpoſes to venality, a readineſs to be pul 
:chaſed on all occaſions; and to comply wi 
any meafures, which will favour the favyoun 
ſcheme It finally, encourages bribery 1 
corruption, the deteſtable ſources of ruin. Til 
ſelfiſhneſs ſets up an intereſt, inconſiſtent wi 
publick good; ir perverts judgment in office; 
pollutes every ſacrifice in religion where notil 
but clean hands and an honeſt heart can be! 
ceptable. No wonder this ſhould be the elit 
when this venal temper confounds the ef 
tial differences of things; acts and py 
Es Fra a „ EET oo A 


b Rarus enim firme ſenſus communis in illa 
Fortuna M — — 
Jjuv. VIII. 


e Hor. Epiſt. I. 18, 


S8. of the Times. — _- 
cauſe it is right, but becauſe it is gainful. This 
that hated vice, that ſacrifices conſcience to 
ches, and ſtifles conviction in the thoughts of 


fect the vital parts of our Conftiration, it 
rtainly introduce deſpotiſm and arbitrary go- 


tereſt and power, often endanger; always en- 
eble it. Hence proceed 6ppoſition of counſels, 


nother, than ſerve their country. How much 


d unite the flame of Patriot Zeal, which both 


ll by thoſe inward ſtruggles ; for 'tis a truth 
all ages, that à Kingdom divided againſt itfelf 
wot ſtand © | 

An unhappy turn to pleaſure, muſt have a bad 


ommerce. I am ſenſible how unpopular it 
uſt ſeem to cenſure a general taſte. Yet 
hen food is corrupted, and turned into a 


diſon, it would be cruelty not to point it out. 


Fleaſure is now become hurtful. It diflipates 


e thoughts, which cannot preſently be.recol- 


ted to buſineſs; it waſts the time, and tempts 


hen every art is uſed to diverſify and enlarge 
ur pleaſures. 


* Mark jii, 24. 


* 
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ture eaſe and pleaſure. And once it comes to 


uſt deſtroy the balance of its powers, and as 
Factions in a ſtate, the friggles of parties for y 


barraſſed meaſures, and envenomed tempers. - 
heir followers take the lead, and when put 
to a command of importance, fuch betray the 
me ſpirit, and ſtudy rather to mortify ohe 


ore glorious would it be in the heads of Parties, 


des pretend to, and warmly ſupport a ſink- 
g conſtitution ? That which is ſinking muſt 


ect upon a nation, ſupported by trade and 


nany to make appearances beyond their abili- 
es. All this is too evident to be concealed, 
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may we not expect that God will alter his? The 
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I might mention ſome other vices, particu- 
larly an affectation of celibacy, which all well 
regulated ſtates have provided againſt.: but] 
ſhall conclude this unpleaſing taſk, with one 
inſtance more, 'the growth. of infidelity. A con- 
tempt of chriſtianity leads to a contempt of eve- 
ry publick form; and*once this is become fa 
ſhionable ; intereſt and convenience will dire& 
our profeſſions, and one day may be favourable 
to popery itſelf, Time was when there was; 
more national regard paid to religion, and pro- 
vidence favoured us. If we alter our conduct, 


Jews for rejecting the firſt offers of chriſtianity, 
continue to this day under the diſpleaſure of 
heaven. And have we no cauſe to fear, from 
the preſent ſituation of affairs in Europe, when 
the popiſh powers are ſo- unexpectedly united, 
which can bode no good to the proteſtant reli- 
ion“. Our warmeſt attachment, therefore, 
to the chriſtian religion muſt now be ver 
ſeaſonable, and highly pleaſing to that God, 
who has condemned and pyniſhed infidelity, 
| | This 


This union is formed on a pretence of the king of 
Pruffia's ſeizing Saxony, and commencing hoſtilities againk 
the Queen of Hungary. But if his jealouſy of thoſe power, 
from appearances and preparations, was well grounded, he 
had an undoubted right to put himſelf into a poſture of de. 
fence. If afterwards he put it into the Queen of Hupgar)' 

wer to determine his motions, by giving a clear and opet 
declaration, that ſhe had no intention to attack him, and 
ſte refuſed it. If papers were afterwards diſcovered, 
which plainly demonſtrated a real correſpondence of thoſe 

owers, to attack and divide the Prufian deminions, all the 
world mult juſtify the King of Pry/ſia's meaſures, as 5, 
wiſe, and neceſſary, And that the befiifities he commenced 
| | | | ( Were 
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This is too much our national complexion, 
] there muſt be too much reaſon to fear that 
are not in a diſpoſition to receive new mer- 
. We have experienced a viciſſitude of good 
d bad events, but have we been made either, 
er or better ? I doubt very little. We have 
n confident of our own wiſdom and ſtrength, 
g relied too much on an arm of fleſh. Was 
not juſt in Providence to rebuke ſuch confi- 
nee; and leave us to give ſpecimens of our 
JOLENCE, WEAKNESS, and INCAPACITY ? 
> have had wars, that have drained us of our 
od and treaſure ; we have felt the weight of 
immenſe debt: But then have not the ex- 
ces of luxury and pleaſure increaſed upon us 
the ſame time ? Nay have we not grown ſhy 
the very appearances of piety and virtue 3 | 
| | an 


in conſequence of a prior aggreſſion upon him, — This 
ce is the chief bulwark of the Proteſtant Intereſt in Ger- 
y, which mult fall, if he be not properly ſupported. 
Il intereſts may be pretended, but there is too much 
in to fear, that the Proteſtant Religion will be the ſacri- 
e in the end. The houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon, 
ly infamous for perſecuting their proteſtant ſubjects, 
low united, and will certainly follow their prevailing 
„And ſome circumſtances in the Empire look this way, 
oppreſſion of the Proteſtant Religion. The apoſtacy of 
axon family, for the ſake of a crown, is unfavourable, 
may poſſibly lay a foundation for the intrigues at Vienna. 
ily that ſtood foremoſt in defence of Luther and the 


n mation, The defection of the Prince of Haſe is another 
oP ordinary inſtance: of popu intrigues, When by the 
be. on of his Father, and the ſtates, he had figned an in- 


ent to make his proteſtant ſubjects eaſy, a deſign was 
edto ſeize him, and carry him to Vienna, that there he 
t reverſe that very inſtrument. Thoſe are too plain 
ations, what deſigns are framed againſt the proteſtant 
lt, and call upon all the patrons of it, to unite for its 
oh and maintain the liberty and conſtitutions of the 
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muſt not content ourſelves with the ſolemnit 


and loft much of the fear of God. Should thing 
go on at the rate they have done for ſome ici 
paſt, I doubt we ſhall very foon loſe the |, 
Rope of ſecurity in the divine patience and far 
Bearance. | 85 | 
I would not be thought toexaggerate matt 
and lead any to conclude our caſe deſperat 
F hope there is ſtill amongſt us ſo much honef 
and real religion, as might fave us, by a prop 
improvement. Laws againſt vice have of | 
been put in ſome execution; the chief mag 
trate in a neighbouring city has honoural 
exerted himſelf to ſecure the outward reveren 
due to publick worſhip; and ſome chriſti 
have had their ſtated ſeaſons of prayer for i 
ing the divine favour on our king a 
country. Thoſe are encoufaging views, 
Give me leave to apply the ſubje& more im 
diately to the preſent occaſion of our aſſemb 
1) I fhould lead us to repentance,” and rei 
tion, eſpecially as to any of thofe fins belt 
mentioned. This is our preſent buſineſs 
umble ourſelves for our ſins. And we ous 
to do it with a ſincere contrition of foul. | 


of 4FasT. To disfigure our faces, and Q 
in ſackcloth, will not anſwer the purpoſes 
religion, unleſs the heart be ſuitably eng 
and affected. Rent your hearts, and not your 
ments. If we ſtill continue in our fins, we ll 
but increaſe them by this mockery of hes 
and take the way to intercept the bleſſings 
ask, and turn our prayers into an abominatidl 
We muſt lament our perſonal fins. This , 


joel ii. 13. 


elorue of our 0wn hearts, which we ought to 
mow*; and ſhould deſire toempty them of all thoſe 
proud and vain thoughts, which proſperity 
might have infuſed. We myſt lament the 
ns of others, becauſe of our political relation 
o ſociety. On this account we ſhall ſhare an 
r bleflings or judgments, ſent upon it. We 
hould therefore think our ſelves concerned in 
heprevalency of ſin; inthe ſpread of vice amongſt 
ranks and degrees of men. We ſhould grieve 
hat God has been openly diſhonoured, and 
reatly provoked to fend humbling judgements 
This is the duty of all; but more ejpecially of 
he miniſters ofreligion, and of magiſtrates. Ifthey 
by the neglect of their office, have countenanced 
ny of the forementioned vices ; and contributed 
d the load of public guilt, they, I ſay, have 
articular reaſon to be penitent. They are to 
rad in the cauſe of Religion, peace, equity and 
pod order, but if they are delinquents them- 
elves, the inconſiſtency: of their conduct muſt 
lebaſe the dignity of their characters. Thoſe 
ſuties honeſtly performed, and I hope by our 
ming here we intend it, would give us more 
onfidence, than our warlike preparations, and 
e moſt potent allianeęes in which we truſt. 

(2) The ſubject ſhould lead us to the mot cor- 
al and honeſt attachment $0 our holy religion. In 
2 whole Scheme and conduct of Providence, 
be ſupport of religion has been its principal 
ew. This though it has appeared in diffe- 
ent diſpenſations, is ſtill the fame in its eſſen- 
al eharacter, the practice of piety and virtue. 
is the ſame original kingdom of God, that 


WAS 
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was at firft intended to ſubſiſt among men, 2 
which is revealed in the goſpel, with the greats 
perſpicuity and perfection. This religion 
_ * ſhould. love, eſteem, and practiſe, as hig 
pleaſing to God, and what will give us the he 
aſſurance of his favour and protection. Opp 
ſition to this Religion coſt the beloved natig 
and choſen people of God the loſs of all the 
national priviledges. When we abuſe the {a 
mercies, we have reaſon to fear the ſame ju 
ments. F he ſpared not the natural branch 
take heed leſt he alſo ſpare not thee®*._—_——To tho 
who believe the authority, and divine inftituti 
of the Chriſtian religion, Infidelity muſt xz 
pear a great offence, what will draw down d 
vine judgments, and therefore the favourers 
it muſt excuſe our free cenſure of it. If 
can no other way vindicate our religion frome 
vil and contempt, let us do it, by liv 
our religion, and ſhewing the charms of a vl 
tuous converſation. | 
(3) Another uſe of this ſubject is 10 pul 
upon our guard againſt PopERY. This is tl 
formidable power, the laſt mentioned in pf 
phecy, which was to ravage and domineer 
the world, and which it does preſumprtuouli 
in the name of that very being, whoſe author 
it proſtitutes, and whoſe goodneſs it defeats* 


— 
* 


8 Rom. xi. 21. NI 20 
* * Thus the Pope aſſumes this proud title, intimal 
| his juriſdiction and ſuperiority over all perſons of what 
gree or dignity ſoever they be; namely, God's Vicar 
ral on earth, VICarl Vs generaLls Del In terrls. 
has been obſerved, of the latin here, that if you take" 
numeral letters out of thoſe words, and ſet againſt them * 
numbers, which they commonly ſtand for among ſt ne, * 
add them together, you will have the number 606, the“ 
number of the Bea, Rev. xiii. 18. 
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All God's difpenfations are intended for 
e benefit and comfort of mankind ; but this 
wer acts quite the reverſe, for the oppreſſion of 
ankind. We have reaſon to ſay this from the 
Refs, which we ſee in all thoſe countries where 
qpery is eftabliſhed. We ſee it poſſeſſed of 
> beſt lands in every country; it is draining 
tinually the life of commerce by its daily 
limours for charity; it keeps the people igno- 
nt and poor, and in a flaviſh dependance on 
ir Prieſts, who at the ſame time live in eaſe, 
ury, and pleaſure. Is there not reaſon to 
atch againſt this power, and its numerous 
miffaries, which lie in wait to deceive. W 
e honour of God, and our Saviour are dear 
þ us, if the ſalvation of our ſouls, ſuch vigi- 
ce is no more than neceſſary to ſecure thoſe 
portant ends. I fay the ſalvation of our 
dals, becauſe I can't think 1HAT attainable by 
is 2 and carnal conſtitution *. Popery is 
vt Chriſtianity, and we might as well hope for 
vation from Mahometaniſm, as this. It is 
ute oppoſite to man in his nature, rights and 
hd. Human nature has many friendly and ſocial 
lpoſigons, which N pere. 1 
and 


I preſume this cannot be deemed an uncharitable cen- 
Ire, when popery is quite a different thing from chriſti- 
ty, and therefore unable to aſſure us of its rewards. But 
pen though we thus judge. of the conſtitution of popery, 
e hope God will have mercy on thoſe, who are born and 
d up under it. They deferve compaſſion, who are not 
lowed to enquire into the foundations of their faith; who 
e made depending on their prieſts, and kept in a perpetual 


lead of pains and penalties, if they admit the leaft doubt 
| their religion. There are ſo many watchful eyes on 
deir conſciences and conduct, that it is next to impoſſible 
emerge out of this darknets. 
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popery deſtroys. Moral goodneſs is neceſſary 


not thou into their ſecret; unto their aſſembly, mi 


has appeared, ſuitable to a ſtate of trial, in whit 


and conſcience have unalienable rights, which 


by the terms of the goſpel, to ſalvation, Pg. 
ery diverts men from this, by the pageantry q 
ber e Solemn maſſes, pompous proce 
ſions, fplendid altars and images, confeſſions 

nances and abſolutions, engroſs mens though 
and time, that the reſtoring of the image g 
God to the ſoul, is concealed and kept out q 
ſight. This is their way to heaven, and it is a 
artifice and jmpoſition. The principal view; 
intereſt and power, and if men will come int 
this ſcheme, they will give them a 1000 pro 
miſes and aſſurances, which they have no nigh 
to make, and no ability or authority to tulkll 
As much then as we tender our ſalvation, 
mult quit this corrupt communion. Inſtrum 
of cruelty are in their habitation. O my ſoul cm 


honour be not thou united. —— Tis with regat 
to this power, that we are exhorted to preſet 
our integrity, to hold faſt our crown, and con 
tinue faithful to the death. 
4) And laſtly; Jet us [cok to the cloſing ſctnt 
the crown and perfettion of all God's works, 4 
frem thence enlarge the pleaſures of faith and hiſt 
Religion, in all the preceeding periods, has bett 
conducted with various events. Sometimes 
has been oppreſſed, to try the faith and pariend 
of its profeſſors; ſometimes flouriſhing, to col 
vince men of its happy tendency to ſecure! 
bl-flings of this life. In ſuch lights religo 


we are placed. But now it is to rife in fu 
glory. The prophetic ſcenes in the Revelatio 
„ — ; : . . | SR . . of 


| 


| Get. Winx. 5, 6. 
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f the ſeven /eals, trumpets and vials, all ter- 
ninate in this period. The general meaning 
f thoſe prophecies is intelligible enough, not- 
thſtanding the obſcurity in ſome circum- 
ances. And poſſibly this obſcurity may re- 
ain till near the time of their accompliſhment, 
hen this twilight will ſuddenly break into open 
iy, I doubt not but the very time of thoſe 
phecies is fixed with the greateſt preciſion, 
t will not take it upon me to ſettle this 
cumſtance, after ſo many; who have hitherto 
led in their calculations. However it is mat- 
of joyful hope to all good Chriſtians, that, 
thoſe iniquitous powers have already ſubſiſt- 
many ages, ſo their feaſon is near expiring. 
dw providence may have begun to work, to 
Contert the policies of the world, to break 
former unions, and throw the affairs of the- 
fd into ſuch hands, and ſuch circumſtances, 
ſhall prepare for the grand event. We 
judge wrong if we imagine we have no 
cern in things, which may be at ſome diſ- 
& from us. Our Saviour ſpeaking of the 
ruction of Jeruſalem, forty years before it 
pened, exhorted his hearers to vigilance and 
yer, that ye may be accounted worthy to eſcape 
thoſe things that ſhall come to paſs . And the 
pet, on the proſpect of approaching dan- 
lays, come my people, enter into thy chambers, 
thy doors about thee, and hide thyſelf, until the 
ation be overpaſt. For, behold, the Lord cometh 
bis place to puniſb the inhabitants of the earth, 
heir niquities . The introductory ſcenes to 
alt may be full of 1 and danger, and 
A N 


uke xxi, 36. Ia. xxvi. 20. 


0! 


. 
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if we perſevere in our duty and dependance, 1 
the tares. Wicked men in all likelihood y 
Tr an feel the weight of God's anger. 
tions for their obſcurity. There are many thin 


truth, righteouſneſs and fidelity, com 


 ouſneſs, and our iniguities by ſhewing mers l 


may hope for protection. Thoſe trials may 9 
be ſo much ta winnow the wheat, as ſepery 


either would I have any deſpiſe the Revel 


there clear and encouraging. There we 


and honoured ; that the church af God is 
der a conſtant protection; that truth and vim 
will finally prevail ; and that the enemies 
both ſhall be totally overthrown Here t 
let us erect a monument of praiſe to di 
Providence, and expreſs our gratitude in 
acclamations of heaven, ſaying, Bleſſing and 
wour, and glory and power be unto bim that fil 
on the throye, and tothe Lamb far ever aud evi! 
To thoſe reflections let us add our pra 
and charity. Let us pray for the excellt 
Prince on the throne, that God would fpare! 
valuable life; ſupport him under the weight 
years and government; that he would ſurte 
him with faithful and able miniſters of ita 
fill his counſels with wiſdom, reſolution, 
unanimity ; and render his meaſures - ſuccel 
and glorious in proſecuting the preſent wal 
And as we have been aſking the re of þ 
ven for ourſelves, nothing can be more pleal 
to God, than a cheerful imitation of it. 
will be one evidence of our ſincerity this 6 
that we are ready is break off our (ins by m 


poor. Which God grant of his infinite me 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


® Rev. v.13. 
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The H Y M N, 
Sung after a om + * 


1. 


Before Thee, O Almighty Pow'r . 
How ſhall we for our country plead? 

Well may we dread the fatal 
For baſe ingratitude decreed. 


24. FG 


II. 


Rebuk'd we ſtand, and ow 'tis juſt. 
Deſertion we deferve from God : 

So prone to ſin ; fo prone to truſt 
An arm of fleſh—We fear thy rod. 


HI. 


Thine arm of mercy, Lord, can ſave, 
Thine arm is ſtrang, and ir'd 

Thy mercy now we humb 
Which would have ance a 8 


rave, 

n ſpar'd. 
IV. 

Tho' mountainous our ſins appear, 

Haſt Thou not here thy Abram's ſeed ? 


Who Thee, the great Jehovah fear, 
And in that fear their children breed, 


V. Let 


* Communicated by a Friend. 


Deep in contrition here we lye. 


Signs of the Times: 


Let Britain never fall a prey, 

To papal antichriftian pow'r. 
They'll take thy heav'nly lamp away; 
Our lives and liberties devour. 


Av 
To Thee for mercy now we fly, 
Avert deſerved puniſhment : | 


Accept and bleſs the penitent. 


ubliſhed by the ſame AuTHoR. 


. HE nature, obligation, and benefit of © 
Publick Worſhip, in two Sermons, 

To which are added two Sermons con- 

ning the grace and influence of Chriſt's pro- 

ſe of being preſent with Chriſtian Churches; 

gd to promote the honour of God, and 

ure his protection. . 


> . . Inflruions for Tour prudential, mo- 
and divine, in ſix Sermons, containing 
lections on human nature, to give us the 
wedge of our ſelves. — The reaſonableneſs 
an'early Piety, on a ſuppoſition, we may 
to be old, or die young. The wiſdom of 
Ing advice, in order to an happy iſſue of our 
irs, with regard to the preſent and future 
d vith ſome forms of prayer. 


o 


8 . . Ruin prevented by repentance, applied to 
i Societies, in which the notion of National 
[tis ſtated, and the imputation of it juſtified. 
On occaſion of the Earthquake at LIS BON. 


